
Finding Our Balance

1. Warm-up Question: At the start of Sunday’s sermon Jeff showed a picture of a cat
perched on the rail of a 20th floor balcony.  One wrong move and the cat would have
plunged to a certain death.  When in your life have you most felt that sensation of fear
of heights and the necessity of maintaining your footing and balance?

2. One of life’s greatest challenges in life, for each of us, is finding our balance.  Some
of us grew up in religious circles that were harsh and judgmental – good riddance.
After having that experience, it would be easy to swing to the opposite extreme and
adopt an anything-goes approach to life.  But that too has its dangers.  Sunday’s
scripture passage from Second Corinthians is about finding our balance between
those two extremes.  To understand that passage, we need some background
information from First Corinthians.

a. The Corinthian Christians understood that Jesus came to replace the Old
Covenant of religion as rule keeping with a New Covenant based on religion as
relationship with God through the Spirit.  As followers of Jesus, we’re not called
to live by a bunch of rigid memorized rules.  Instead, we’re called to listen to the
voice of the Spirit and do what the Spirit says in any given situation.  “Where the
Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty.”  The book of First Corinthians tells us that
some Corinthians were taking that freedom to a ridiculous extreme.  Their attitude
was, “All things are lawful for me.”  I Corinthians 6:12.  Were they correct?  Are
all things lawful for those of us who live under the New Covenant?

b. In First Corinthians 5:1, Paul says to the Corinthians, “It is actually reported that
there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not found even among
pagans; for a man is living with his father’s wife.”  Imagine yourself as part of the
Corinthian Church.  Would you have been concerned about the man having an
affair with his step-mother?  Why or why not?

c. Suppose you had to choose between a rules-based church that is harshly
judgmental and an anything-goes church.  Which would you choose and why?

d. What’s the danger of living by a set of rigid memorized rules?

e. What’s the danger of taking an anything-goes approach?

3. In First Corinthians 5:3-5, Paul told the Corinthian Christians to expel the man having
an affair with his step-mother.  Those of us who have been burned by “church
discipline” administered in churches of our past may find Paul’s advice hard to
swallow.

a. Have you ever been a victim of church discipline or watched it happen to
someone?  What happened?  How did it feel?
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b. One of our core values at LifeJourney is that “all are welcome.”  Jeff encouraged
us to think deeply about what that does and doesn’t mean.  Suppose someone in
our church began using racial slurs, saying terrible things to and about people of
color.  Suppose they were warned, but persisted.  Should that person be expelled?
Why or why not?

c. Can you think of other examples of behavior that would warrant expulsion?

d. Everybody makes mistakes and does bad things.  So how do we find our balance
on this subject of expulsion?  How do we decide what kind of behavior warrants
expulsion?

4. Jeff said, “Whether you’re talking about our church family, your own extended
family, a work family, or just our individual lives, there will be times when there are
people around us behaving in such hurtful ways, we have to draw a line.  Looking the
other way is not an option.  We have to establish some healthy boundaries and may
even need to ask them to separate from us.”

a. When in your life have you had to separate yourself from someone because the
things they were doing were so hurtful to you, others, or themselves?

b. Jeff said heaven itself is based on the principle of separation.  Heaven wouldn’t be
heaven if it was a place of anything goes.  So heaven is reserved for those who
embrace God’s core values.  Does that make sense to you?  Why or why not?

5. With all the foregoing as background, we’re finally ready for Sunday’s scripture.
Read II Corinthians 1:23 – 2:11, as printed on p. 3.

a. The man who was expelled repented, yet the Corinthian Church refused to
welcome him back.  In verse 6, Paul insists that they do so because we who
follow Jesus should always be ready to forgive those who repent.  When in your
life have you been most stretched to forgive someone even though they repented?

b. Justice is about accountability – healthy boundaries.  Yet the greatest justice
advocates of all time – Mandela, King, Gandhi, and Jesus – have also all been
fierce advocates of forgiveness.  Why is that?

c. Jeff said hell is necessary to justice; it’s a healthy boundary.  It’s God saying, “If
you choose not to embrace my ways, I’ll respect that choice, but you can’t come
into heaven and mess it up for everybody else.  So you’ll have to go somewhere
else.”  But Jeff also said God doesn’t want to leave anyone in hell forever, as
illustrated by Jesus’ descent into hell after his crucifixion and the scriptural
assertion that eventually “every tongue will confess that Jesus is Lord,” even
those “below the earth,” i.e., in hell.  This promise of universal redemption might
even include Satan, Jeff said.  Your thoughts?  Do you agree or disagree?
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d. Bottom line: As followers of Jesus, we should never give up on anyone.  Who in
your life right now do you most need to apply that truth to?

II Corinthians 1:23 - 2:11

23 But I call on God as witness against me: it was to spare you that
I did not come again to Corinth. 24I do not mean to imply that we
lord it over your faith; rather, we are workers with you for your joy,
because you stand firm in the faith. 

21So I made up my mind not to make you another painful
visit. 2For if I cause you pain, who is there to make me glad but the
one whom I have pained? 3And I wrote as I did, so that when I
came, I might not suffer pain from those who should have made me
rejoice; for I am confident about all of you, that my joy would be
the joy of all of you. 4For I wrote to you out of much distress and
anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain, but to
let you know the abundant love that I have for you.

5 But if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but to
some extent—not to exaggerate it—to all of you. 6This punishment
by the majority is enough for such a person; 7so now instead you
should forgive and console him, so that he may not be overwhelmed
by excessive sorrow. 8So I urge you to reaffirm your love for him. 9I
wrote for this reason: to test you and to know whether you are
obedient in everything. 10Anyone whom you forgive, I also forgive.
What I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, has been for your
sake in the presence of Christ. 11And we do this so that we may not
be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs.
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