
Taking Our Church Life Together To The Next Level

1. Warm-up: If you could travel anywhere in the world on a dream vacation, where
would you choose?  If you could date anyone in the world (other than your spouse),
who would be your dream date? ☺

2. Dreams can be fun, but let’s face it, most dreams are whimsical.  Most dreams never
come true.  But when the Son of God has a dream, that’s something we should sit up
and pay attention to.  Read John 17:1-23, as printed on p. 3.

a. Jesus’ dream for all who believe in him, despite all our differences and diversities,
is that we “may all be one.” John 17:20.  In verse 23, he adds, “I in them and you
in me, that they may become completely one.”  What do you think Jesus meant
when he prayed that we would be completely one?  How would you define the
oneness that Jesus dreamed we would achieve?

b. Jesus prays that we will all be one “so that the world may believe that [the Father
has] sent me.” Verse 21.  Jesus seems to be saying that oneness among his
followers is the ultimate sign that will cause people to believe.  Why is oneness
among Jesus’ followers so critical to convincing people to put their faith in Jesus?

c. The Apostle Paul was a passionate advocate of Jesus’ dream.  In Galatians 3:26,
he says, “In Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.  As many of
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  There is no
longer Jew or Greek, slave or free, male and female, for all of you are one in
Christ Jesus.”  Put in your own words what you think Paul is saying here.

3. Jesus’ dream that his followers will become “completely one” is far from being
realized.  The hate, prejudice, fear, and intolerance of our world even permeates our
churches.  Churches tend to want everyone to look alike, dress alike, think alike, and
act alike.  Diversity is shunned.

a. Jeff told the story of a 16-year old male-to-female trans teen named Leela Alcorn
who became convinced God hated her and she didn’t deserve to live.  After her
Christian parents removed her from school, cut her off from friends, and sent her
to conversion camp, Leela took her life on December 28, 2014, by walking into
an oncoming semi-trailer truck.  Her suicide note said, “I decided I’ve had
enough.  There’s no winning.  There’s no way out.”  Why are people in general,
and churches in particular, so hateful toward transgender people?

b. Churches also tend to hate theological diversity within their ranks.  Why?  Why
do most churches find theological diversity such a threat?

c. Racial diversity is also rare in churches, so much so that Dr. King said, “Eleven
o’clock on Sunday morning is the most segregated hour in America.”  What’s that
about?  Why are most churches racially homogenous?
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4. It would be easy to give up on Jesus’ dream.  Satan would like nothing better than to
convince us that the dream will never be realized.  But the Bible says, “With God,
nothing will be impossible.” Luke 1:37.  Jesus said, “All things are possible for the
one who believes.” Mark 9:23.  Jeff challenged us to dare to believe that our church
can be a powerful change agent.  He said, “Jesus is calling our church to be a
laboratory experiment – and demonstration project – in what the church of the future
could be – church the way Jesus always dreamed it could be.”  In what sense is our
church a “laboratory experiment” and “demonstration project?”  Do you believe we
have the potential to be a trendsetting church?  Why or why not?

5. The idea of being an incredibly diverse multicultural church that welcomes all people
across all our diversities sounds beautiful, but is really, really, really hard.

a. What kind of challenges does being a theologically diverse church present?

b. What kind of challenges does being a racially diverse church present?

c. What kind of challenges does being a socioeconomically diverse church present?

6. Racial diversity within a congregation can be especially challenging within the
context of American history and culture.  So Jeff offered a word to both our white
congregants and to our black and brown congregants.

a. We who are white often tend to minimize the problem of racism and want to
quickly move beyond conversations about race.  Sometimes we can find ourselves
thinking, “Why does everything have to be about race?”  Why is it so hard for us
who are white to understand the centrality of racism?  How can we do better?

b. We who are black or brown often get exasperated with the slowness of our white
sisters and brothers to understand racism and their tendency to say/do racially
insensitive things.  Sometimes we can find ourselves saying, “I don’t have to put
up with this.  I can leave and find a church where everyone shares my
experience.”  Why is it so important for us who are black or brown to choose to
stay in a racially blended church like ours?

c. Ben Jealous, former President of the NAACP says one of the keys to racial
progress in America is to “build uncomfortably large coalitions.”  What do you
think he means?  Do you agree?

d. After describing how hard it is to be a church that is racially, theologically, and
socioeconomically diverse, and all the hope such churches offer for the future,
Jeff asked, “Are you in?  Do you believe?  Are you willing to make a commitment
to hanging in there with a church likes ours, even when it’s really hard?”  How do
you answer?  Are you in?  Do you believe?  And if so, why?

e. Do you think Jesus dream for his churches will ever come true?  Why or why not?
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John 17:1-2, 6-8, 20-23
After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son
may glorify you, 2since you have given him authority over all
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.”
6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from
the world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they
have kept your word. 7Now they know that everything you have
given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I have
given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that
I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me.”
20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those
who will believe in me through their word, 21that they may all be
one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may they also be in
us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22The
glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may
be one, as we are one, 23I in them and you in me, that they may
become completely one, so that the world may know that you have
sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.”
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