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This Is Us 
 

Last Sunday (Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday), we spent some time dreaming about who 

we are called to be as a church.      

 

1. Warm-up question:  At the outset of his sermon, Jeff mentioned that he’s getting old.  

What’s something you’ve noticed changing about yourself as you’re getting older?     

 

2. The world is changing rapidly, and we’ve got to keep up.  There’s nothing worse than 

churches that get stuck in the past.  Over the past year, Jeff has worked with the 

Board of Directors and Staff to try to craft an updated Vision Statement that captures 

who we’re called to be in this moment.  A four-part Vision Statement emerged from 

those conversations.  Our church motto says that we are “Thoughtfully Different 

Followers of Jesus.”  The four Vision Statements attempt to capture what’s 

“different” about us.  The first two statements are . . . 

 

We are called . . . 
 

1) To be a radically inclusive, warmly welcoming, open-minded spiritual 

community that foreshadows the diversity we’ll experience in heaven. 
 

2) To invite people to become followers of Jesus, and to equip them (and us) to 

live our faith vibrantly at home and in our community.”  

 

a. Do those two statements resonate with you?  Why or why not? 

 

b. To illustrate the kind of diverse people we get to welcome into our congregation, 

and what it looks like to watch them (and us) grow our faith, Jeff shared the story 

of two recently deceased church members, Todd Jarvis and Paula White.  Neither 

Jarvis nor Paula were “conventional religious people.”  Many in our congregation 

aren’t.  Tell us about someone wonderful you’ve met in our congregation who’s 

not a likely churchgoer, yet is finding vibrant life in Christ at LifeJourney and 

living a beautiful life of faith.      

 

c. How has your time at LifeJourney affected how you live your faith? 

 

3. Read Luke 15:1-7.   

 

a. Jesus told this parable to help the Pharisees better understand why Jesus did what 

he did and what made him tick.  Based on what Jesus said here, what was he most 

passionate about in his ministry? 

 

b. This parable invites us to think about a time when someone precious to us – a 

small child or pet – got lost and we had to find them.  Have you ever experienced 

a lost child or pet?  What was that like?  What did you feel?   What does this tell 

us about how Jesus feels when someone doesn’t have a spiritual home? 
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c. When you found your lost child or pet, how did you feel?  What does that tell us 

about how Jesus feels with a spiritually homeless person finds a church home? 

 

d. Jeff shared his dream for what our church will look like by the time he retires.  He 

showed us a photo on his Prayer Vision Board beneath which he has written, “I 

see so many beautiful diverse people worshiping with us that we will need new 

worship space.”  Does that vision resonate with you?  Why or why not?    

 

4. The other two Vision Statements go like this: We are called . . . 
 

3) To pour out compassion on the world, especially by supporting and defending 

those who are poor, marginalized, and hurting; and 
 

4) To be on the cutting edge of what God’s Spirit is doing to shape the church of 

the future.  We hope to be a living, breathing example of what the church of 

the future can be, and act to move the church universal in that direction. 

 

a. Do those two statements resonate with you?  Why or why not? 

 

b. Our congregation does many different things to help those in greatest need in the 

world through things like serving breakfast at Dayspring, children’s movie nights 

at Dayspring, partnering with Mission Guatemala and Mountain Top Ministries, 

supporting a girls’ school in South Sudan and impoverished Navajo elders and 

children, and partnering with Family Promise to house homeless families in our 

church building.  How do you feel about our heavy emphasis on need meeting 

ministries?  Do you think that’s important for a church?  Why or why not? 

 

c. Our congregation is also helping shape the church of the future simply by being 

who we are – and by seizing opportunities God gives us to affect other churches.  

Jeff gave two examples: the funding we provided for the Swahili translation of 

our church’s book on homosexuality and the Bible, and Jeff’s participation in a 

fellowship group of evangelical pastors from midtown Indianapolis churches who 

aren’t quite sure what to make of our church.  In what ways do you see our church 

helping to shape the church of the future?   

 

5. Our church was founded within a denomination called the Metropolitan Community 

Churches (MCC) as a church of refuge for LGBTQ people at a time when there were 

no other affirming churches in Indianapolis.  Now that the world has changed so 

much and many affirming churches exist, the need for churches of refuge is 

evaporating and most MCC churches are in steep decline.  Jeff shared a number of 

dramatic examples of once thriving MCCs that have had to sell their buildings and are 

now a fraction of their former size.  Meanwhile, LifeJourney is stable and thriving.  

Jeff said that’s because we’re trying hard to turn the corner to embrace a Revelation 

7:9 future, instead of living in the past.   

 

a. How did you feel when Jeff shared examples of steep decline in MCC?  Why do 

you think MCC churches are in such dramatic decline? 

   

b. Read Revelation 7:9.  How would you describe a Revelation 7:9 church? 


