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Wounds From Their Abraham 
 

On Sunday we commemorated Black History Month with a special speaker, Whittney Murphy, 

who spoke about the Bible story where Abraham almost sacrificed his son Isaac. 

 

1. Warm up question:  The Academy Awards were presented last Sunday, and a few 

days before that, the All Def Movie Awards.  What’s the best movie you’ve seen this 

past year?  

 

2. Read Genesis 22:1-19.  Peaching about today’s Bible story almost always focuses on 

Abraham and celebrates him as an example of obedience and faithfulness to God.  

Whittney invited us to explore the story from a very different angle – from the 

perspective of Isaac, and how he was impacted.   

 

a. In verse 1, God calls Abraham’s name and Abraham responds, “Here I am.”  

Then Abraham hears God commanding him to offer his son as a burnt offering.  

Whittney asked, “Does that bother anyone?”  How would you answer her 

question?  Does it bother you?  Do you think God actually said this to Abraham?  

If not, why do you think Abraham thought God said it? 

 

b. How do you think Abraham felt when he heard – or thought he heard – God 

calling him to sacrifice his son?   

 

c. When Abraham told Isaac that they were going on a trip together, how do you 

think Isaac felt?  Can you remember an experience from your childhood where 

your parents surprised you with a trip?  How did that feel? 

 

d. When Abraham and Isaac reached the foot of Mt. Moriah, Abraham told his 

servants, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will 

worship, and then we will come back to you.”  Note that Abraham said “we” will 

come back to you.  Why do you suppose he said that?  What are the possibilities?   

 

e. In verse 8, Isaac asks why they have no lamb to sacrifice.  Abraham responds, 

“God will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.”  What do you think 

Abraham meant by that statement?  Was he just being evasive or is there 

something more to it? 

 

3. Whittney asked us to try to image what it would have been like to be Isaac, especially 

at the moment when, after building the altar, your father takes hold of you, binds you, 

and places you on the altar.  

 

a. If you were Isaac, how would you have responded?  What would you have said or 

done in those moments? 

 

b. What do you suppose Abraham said in response? 
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c. Once Abraham pulls out the knife, he hears God shouting to him to stop.  Instead 

a ram caught in the thicket is to be sacrificed.  As Abraham untied and released 

Isaac, what do you imagine Isaac felt?  What do you suppose he said and did? 

 

4. Abraham was the ultimate authority figure in Isaac’s life – his beloved dad and 

spiritual mentor.  Yet this man Isaac trusted completely was ready to kill him.  It’s not 

difficult to image the kinds of spiritual and psychological wounds Isaac carried with 

him thereafter.  In your own life, who (or what) has come closest to wounding you 

like that?  What happened?  How did it affect you? 

 

5. Whittney pointed out that just because we ourselves have been wounded doesn’t 

mean cannot and do not wound others around us.  It’s almost impossible to live 

without wounding others along the way.  Who is someone you have wounded?  How 

were they affected?  How were you affected? 

 

6. Whittney said, “Don’t believe that you don’t act like an Abraham to someone in your 

life simply because you belong to a marginalized group like being gay, black, a 

woman, non-Chrisitan, etc.”  She gave the example of a black mother rejecting her 

daughter for being gay and a gay club that took steps to exclude gay black men.  She 

then said, “Gays are bigots too.  Blacks are bigots too.  Yes, Asians are prejudice and 

Hispanics are as well.  Muslims and Christians alike are just as detrimental to one 

another as they are to their own communities.  We all are guilty.”   

 

a. Your thoughts?  Do you agree? 

 

b. How can we do better?  How can we promote greater harmony among the groups 

and subgroups of humanity? 

 

7. Despite all we’ve discussed, Whittney declared, “There is hope.”  She pointed out 

that vs. 19 says, “Abraham returned to his servants and they rose and went together to 

Beer-sheba.”  At this point, there is no mention of Isaac.  Whittney said, “Isaac didn’t 

come back down the mountain with his father.  I believe that Isaac had to be left alone 

with God.  Isaac had some questions and a relationship to build with God for himself.  

Never again, I do believe, was Isaac ok with having only his father hear the voice of 

God.  Never again would Isaac be subject to God’s word through another human 

being.”  According to Whittney, hope (and healing) from the wounds others inflict 

upon us is found when we forge our own direct, personal relationship with God.  

 

a. In the aftermath of his trauma, what kinds of questions and issues do you suppose 

Isaac had to work through with God? 

 

b. When in your life did you take ownership of your own relationship with God, and 

your own understanding of God, instead of always deferring to authority figures?  

What prompted that shift in your life?   

 

c. What’s the most important insight or lesson your draw from Whittney’s sermon?    


