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Who We Are 
 

The sermon this past week – Annual Congregational Meeting Sunday – focused on our life 
together as a congregation.   
 

1. Warm up question:  At the outset of his sermon, Jeff told about the first time Andrea 
and Jennifer dared to visit our church almost 20 years ago.  What was your first visit 
like?  What stands out in your memory?   
 

2. On Sunday, Jeff invited us to focus on several key developments in our life together 
as a church.  The first point keyed off of a famous parable Jesus tells in Matthew 13.  
Let’s start by reading that parable – Matthew 13:1-9 and 18-23.  

 
a. Many theologians believe Jesus told this parable because his disciples were 

discouraged by seeing so many people become part of Jesus’ movement, excited 
and blessed, only to drift away a year or two down the road.  We often see the 
same thing happen in our church.  Who’s someone you’ve cared about who has 
drifted away from us?  How does that make you feel?  (By the way, why not reach 
out to that person this week and tell them how much we miss them?) 
 

b. What lessons do you think Jesus meant us to draw from his parable?  
 

c. In Jesus’ parable, only one of the four categories of people survive and thrive in 
spiritual life for the long haul.  A recent study done in hundreds of American 
churches showed that only 16% of church members remain active in their church 
for at least five years.  Why do you think so many people fall by the wayside?   

 
d. Have you ever had a period of spiritual drift in your own life?  What caused it?  

 
e. Is there anything we – as individuals – can do to reduce the risk that we ourselves 

will lose spiritual momentum and drift away? 
 

f. Jeff described a new process instituted by pastoral staff to persistently reach out to 
those who begin to drift away.  After someone misses 3 weeks, they get a call 
from Pastor Vivian; after 4 weeks they get a call from Jeff; after five weeks they 
get a letter from Jeff; after 6 weeks one of our pastors requests an appointment 
with them; and if still no response, they get three more letters over the next year.  
How do you feel about this process our pastors have instituted?   

 
3. It’s important that our church works hard to care for those who begin to drift.  It’s 

also important that we reach out to people who don’t yet have a spiritual home.   
 
a. Read Matthew 28:16-20 and Acts 1:6-9.  Why do you think it was so important to 

Jesus that we share his message and invite others to become part of his 
movement? 
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b. Some churches teach a heavy-handed form of evangelism. But that’s often 
counterproductive.  What’s the best way for us, as individuals, to share our faith? 

 
c. One way we can gently share the invitation to spiritual life is through advertising.  

Jeff described the 60-day advertising blitz that will launch in mid-April that will 
include almost 700 TV spots targeted within the church zip code, a 60-day 
billboard on Broad Ripple Ave., two more mailers to 10,000 homes in our zip 
code, and $10,000-per-month of Google advertising (underwritten by a grant).  
The theme of all these ads will be “Church For All Of Us – Really!”  The costs of 
the campaign will be covered primarily by a bequest from Joe Hardesty.  When 
you hear about this campaign, what are your thoughts?   

 
d. Once the TV spots are ready, we will ask our congregation to share those spots 

with friends on Facebook and other social media.  Is that a form of outreach you 
would be comfortable participating in?    

 
4. When our church was founded 25 years ago, some of it’s earliest business cards 

proclaimed, “Church for ALL people!”  The engraving on our altar also proclaims, 
“All are welcome.”  For many years, anti-LGBT prejudice made it impossible to live 
fully into our founding vision.  But now those barriers are falling.  On Sunday, Jeff 
said, “If you want to know how this church sees itself; what’s our vision?  It comes 
from the passages in the book of Revelation that tell us that in heaven there will be 
people from all tribes, peoples, and nations dwelling together in harmony, 
transcending their differences through the love of God.  That’s why sometimes here at 
LifeJourney we sing songs in Spanish. . . .  That’s why it’s important for us to 
welcome straight people.  The more diverse we are, the closer we come to heaven.  
Central Indiana desperately needs churches to model that.”   How do you feel about 
that vision?  What are the blessings of being such a diverse church?  What are the 
challenges?     

     
5. We are also a church deeply committed to “doing justice and showing mercy” (Micah 

6:8).  Just last week our Board voted to empanel a group of thoughtful, Spirit-filled 
people in our congregation to develop a strategy for us to dramatically expand our 
local outreach ministries to match the scale of our global outreach ministries.  How 
do you feel about that new emphasis?  What kinds of things might we do to help 
those in greatest need, or those facing greatest injustice, here in Indianapolis? 
 

6. Read II Kings 6:8-23.  Jeff closed Sunday’s sermon by reminding us that every 
challenge our church faces has both a physical and spiritual dimension.  If we focus 
only on the physical, we’ll miss at least half of what’s really going on.  So he called 
us to a season of focused prayer to release spiritual power into what we’re doing.   

 
a. In your own life, when have you been powerfully reminded that every earthly 

situation has a powerful unseen spiritual dimension? 
 

b. As we pray tonight, let’s lift prayers for our life together as a congregation. 


