
Can’t Spell Awesome Without ME!

1. Warm up: The theme of Pastor David’s sermon on Sunday came from Taylor Swift’s
hit song “ME!”  A key line in the song declares, “Can’t spell awesome without me!”
What’s one of your favorite songs (of any kind) released in the last few years?

2. David pointed out that how we feel about ourselves was likely shaped by key
experiences in our past.  We then tend to project those feelings onto God, assuming
that the way we feel about ourselves is how God feels about us.

a. David told the story of his college friend Andy whose church and family rejected
him for being gay.  Andy ended up killing himself at age 19 with a heroin
overdose.  Who’s someone you’ve known whose upbringing destroyed their sense
of self-worth?  What happened?

b. David also shared how the mental health struggles of his mother, coupled with the
verbal abuse she dished out, created deep insecurities that still haunt him.  Was
there a negative formative experience in your life that caused you to doubt your
worth?  Does the impact of that experience still linger in your life?

3. It’s important that we draw our sense of how God feels about us from what the
Scriptures teach, rather than from broken experiences or broken people in our past.
With that in mind, on Sunday we looked at several key parables.  Jesus’ parables lend
themselves to many different interpretations, which is probably what he intended.
We’re asked to take the parable, reflect on it, and consider what God is saying to us
through it.  So, let’s read Matthew 13:24-52, as printed on p. 3.

a. Each of these parables talk about what the kingdom of heaven is like.  (Note: The
term ‘kingdom of God’ means the same thing; they are parallel terms.)  David
invited us to explore the parables we just read through the lens of Luke 17:20,
which says, “Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God
was coming, and he answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming with things
that can be observed; nor will they say, “Look, here it is!” or “There it is!”  For in
fact, the kingdom of God is within you.’”  What do you think it means to say that
the kingdom of God is within you?

b. Look again at verses 24-26 and 36-39 in Matthew 13.  David asked us to consider
what this parable means when we couple it with Luke 17:20.  In other words,
what does the parable mean when we realize it’s describing us and our lives?
David summarized the symbolism of the parable like this:

The person who sows the good seed = Jesus/God
The field = life in this world
The weeds = the bad stuff life throws at us
The seed = us, the children of the kingdom
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One of the key points of the parable is clearly that weeds (bad stuff) are bound to
infest our lives and challenge us.  David gave the example of his Mom’s mental
illness and the residual effects of his brain tumor.  What kind of weeds is Satan
trying to sow in your life right now?  In other words, what bad stuff is happening
right now that could easily drag you down?

c. According to this parable, is there anybody in the world who doesn’t have weeds
in their field?  Think about the most wonderful person you’ve ever met?  What
kinds of weeds did they have to contend with?

d. What does this parable teach us about how we should respond to the weeds in our
field?

4. David gave some examples of spiritual practices that he and others use to get
themselves “out of the weeds” and refocus on what truly matters.  Here are some of
the examples:

A home altar FROG – fully rely on God Spiritual friends
A special place to pray Seeing a spiritual director Self-care
Self-reflection sitting w/ Jesus New thinking patterns Affirming life as good
Occasional silent retreats Accepting weeds as normal

a. Don’t feel confined by this list.  These are just examples.  What are some things
you do to get yourself out of the weeds and focused on what truly matters?

b. Is there a practice named in the list above that you’ve not typically used, but
would like to experiment with?

5. Now let’s turn our focus to the two brief parables recorded in verses 44-46, where
Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is like a buried treasure or exquisite pearl that a
man found, then sold everything he had to get.  We often view this parable as
teaching that we should give up all for God.  But if we are the kingdom of heaven and
the man in the parable represents Jesus, the meaning of the parable is actually the
opposite.  Namely, YOU are the pearl of great price and hidden treasure that Jesus
gave everything to get.

a. How does that interpretation sit with you?  Does it make sense to you?  Why or
why not?

b. In your heart of hearts, are you able to believe (and truly accept) that Jesus adores
you – that to him you are worth EVERYTHING?  What, if anything, makes it
hard for you to fully internalize that Biblical truth?

c. David’s college friend Barbara shared a list of reflective questions that can help us
get out of the weeds and live into our fullness.  Those questions are listed on p. 3.
Pick one of those questions and share your answer with the group.
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Remember: You can’t spell awesome without ME!
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Matthew 13:24-26, 36-39, 44-48, and 52
24 Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone
who sowed good seed in his field; 25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then
the weeds appeared as well.

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ 37He answered, ‘The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the
kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the
devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels.

44 Then Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that
field.

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of
every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but
threw out the bad. 52And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old.’

Questions For Self-Reflection
As I look back over the last year . . .

1. What did I learn about God?
2. What did I learn about myself?
3. What does God love about me?
4. Where/how do I need to grow?
5. How do I move forward?
6. When do I start?
7. Why not now?
8. Where is Jesus?
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