Living A Life Of Significance

So far in our sermon series called “Experiencing Jesus at a Deeper Level,” we’ve talked a lot
about Jesus’ gentle side. But to know him fully, we also have to dare to explore his intense side.
On Sunday we sampled two of Jesus’ more intense teachings.

1.

Warm-up Question: Jeff compared the intensity of Jesus to that of a good coach who
dares to demand our best from us. Have you ever had a coach, teacher, or mentor
who played that role in your life, pushing you to greater heights? Tell us about them.

In Luke 17, Jesus tells a parable drawn from the context of slavery, a pervasive
institution in ancient times that all Jesus’ listeners would have been familiar with.
Read Luke 17:7-10, printed on p. 3.

a. Inverse 7, Jesus invites his listeners to imagine a master greeting his servant at
the end of a long day with a cheerful invitation to sit down and enjoy a meal
prepared by the master. When Jesus’ listeners heard that, how do you think they
would have reacted?

b. In verse 8, Jesus reverses the story to tell it the way things worked in real life:
servants were supposed to take care of all their duties, including serving their
master’s meal, before tending to themselves. By telling the story as he does, do
you think Jesus was condoning the institution of slavery?

c. Inverse 10, Jesus makes his primary point. What do you understand him to be
saying? What’s his point?

Jeff suggested that Jesus’ parable was meant to counter the “entitlement narrative”
that can so easily take over our lives. It’s easy for us to slip into the mode of
subconsciously thinking that “It’s all about me. God is here to serve me, not the other
way around.” In response Jesus says, in effect, “We were created to serve; it should
be our life’s highest priority.”

a. Do you buy that? Do you think service should be our highest priority? Why or
why not?

b. If service is supposed to be our highest priority, what role should self-care and
enjoyment play in a healthy life? How should we balance service with self-care
and enjoyment? Are the two at odds with each other?

c. Read Matthew 20:26-28. What is it about being a servant that makes us “great”
or makes us “first”?

d. George Bernard Shaw once said, “This is the true joy of life: being used up for a
purpose recognized by yourself as a mighty one; being a force of nature instead of
a feverish, selfish little clot of ailments and grievances, complaining that the
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world will not devote itself to making you happy.” What are your
thoughts/reactions to this quote?

e. In his poem “The Strength of the Fields,” James L. Dickey cries out: “Lord, let
me shake with purpose.” What do you think he means? Is there anything in your
life that makes you shake with purpose? What is it?

f. Describe someone you know who lived with a “servant’s heart.” What was their
impact? Were they happy? Do you want to be like them? Why or why not?

g. Do you feel like you’re living a life of service? Why or why not?

4. The second intense teaching we explored on Sunday is found in Matthew 5:27-30.
Read the text printed on p. 3.

a. What’s the difference between appreciating someone’s beauty and looking at
them lustfully? Do you think lust is wrong? Why or why not?

b. The point Jesus is making in this passage is not limited to lust. The broader point
is about how we should respond to anything in our life that keeps us from being
our best. Basically, Jesus says, if something is keeping you from your full
potential, “pluck it out or cut it off!” In other words, aggressively eliminate it
from your life. In her writings, Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber describes how getting
sober felt like cutting off her hand. In fact, she would have rather cut off her hand
than give up alcohol. Yet she knew she had to do it to thrive. Looking back over
your life, when have you had to go through the painful process of hacking
something out of your life for you own good? Why did you do it? What did it
feel like? How did you get through it? Are you glad you did? Why? What
advice would you offer someone facing a similar challenge in their life?

c. Inyour life right now, is there something (large or small) that you feel you need
to cut off, so you can live into your full potential for God?

d. AsJesus’ words acknowledge, cutting away stuff that holds us back is so hard we
often feel we can’t. On Sunday, we watched the famous scene in “The Empire
Strikes Back” where Yoda teaches Luke Skywalker how to tap into the power of
the Force? As you watched the scene, how did it make you feel? What lessons
can we learn from it?

Reminder

If you haven’t already done so, please go to the Church Facebook Page and share the
announcement about the Children’s Easter Egg Hunt. Let’s help some children and families
discover a Church that could make a huge difference in their lives!
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Luke 17:7-10

"“Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking after the sheep. Will he say to the servant
when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he rather say,
‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while | eat and drink; after that you may
eat and drink’? ° Will he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? °So you
also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are unworthy
servants; we have only done our duty.””

Matthew 5:27-30

27 “You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” ®But | say to you that
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
2°|f your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one
of your members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. **And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your members
than for your whole body to go into hell.
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