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Why Even Bother? 
 

1. Warm-up Question:  At the outset of Sunday’s sermon, Jeff sung the theme song from 

“The Beverly Hillbillies.”  What was your favorite show when you were a kid? 

 

2. Dreams are funny things.  They seem so real, then we wake up.  If it was a bad 

dream, we feel incredible relief when we awaken and realize it didn’t really happen.  

Can you remember a dream like that?  What happened?  How did you feel when you 

realized it wasn’t real?   

 

3. The Bible story that was our focus on Sunday was like a really bad dream.  Except 

when King David woke up the next morning, he couldn’t make it go away.  What the 

terrible thing he did would now be with him forever.  Read II Samuel 11:1-5.             

 

a. What do you imagine was David’s thought process when he first spied Bathsheba 

from his rooftop? 

 

b. Is lustful looking wrong?  Why or why not? 

 

c. Norman Vincent Peale once said, “Sex is just about the most powerful and 

explosive force that is built into us.  Every instinct and every bit of counseling 

experience I have had tells me it is too dangerous a commodity to be handed over 

to people with no strings attached.”  Your thoughts? 

 

d. How do you imagine Bathsheba felt as she went through all this? 

 

4. When David heard that Bathsheba was pregnant, he desperately tried to cover his 

tracks.  Read II Samuel 11:6-21.   

 

a. From all the Bible tells us about David, we know he was a person of great faith 

who had a deep, sincere relationship with God and genuinely wanted to be a good 

person.  If we were investigators trying to piece together how David went so 

wrong here, how might we explain the steps by which David went from good 

person to murderer? 

 

b. Sometimes people say, “Every single one of us is capable of doing dastardly 

things under the right circumstances.”  Do you think that’s true?  Why or why 

not? 

 

c. In Christian tradition, the “Seven Deadly Sins” are: Lust, Gluttony, Greed, Sloth, 

Wrath, Envy, and Pride.  Given how you’re put together, which of these sins 

would you be most likely to fall into under the right circumstances?   

 

d. When David received word that Uriah was dead, what thoughts and feelings do 

you think he experienced?   

 



LifeJourney Church 08-04-19  Page 2 of 3 

5. Read II Samuel 12:1-9.  After being confronted by the prophet, David entered a 

season of repentance during which he wrote a powerful psalm of penitence (Psalm 

51).  Amazingly, David’s communion with God was restored, his soul cleansed, and 

he went on to do great things for God.  He wrote more of the Bible than anyone but 

Paul.  And through the lineage of David and Bathsheba, God eventually gave us 

Jesus, who would be known as “the Son of David.”   

 

a. Take a look at the list on p. 3 of Bible heroes who committed great sins.  When 

you look at this list, and reflect on the story of David, what thoughts or feelings 

arise within you? 

 

b. Jeff suggested five key truths we can draw from all of this.  Read through those 

lessons together, as listed on p. 3.  Which of these lessons most grabs your 

attention – and why? 

 

c. Think about the worst thing you’ve ever done in your life.  It might be a single 

horrible episode or it might be a pattern of behavior that has happened over the 

course of time.  If you feel comfortable enough to share it, go ahead.  But 

regardless whether you share it, answer this:  Do you feel forgiven and released 

from it?  Do you believe God can still use you mightily in spite of it?   

 

d. Suppose a friend tells you that they have confessed a great sin in their life, but 

still feel trapped in guilt and haven’t been able to move on.  What advice would 

you offer for how they can move beyond their guilt? 

 

6. Let’s focus special attention on the fifth truth identified on p. 3, namely:  If 

everybody inevitably screws up big time, that means we will never be able to be in 

lasting relationships with others unless we are willing to do a lot of forgiving.  

Ephesians 4:32 says, “Forgive one another as God in Christ has forgiven you.”   

 

a. In your own life, who is the person you’ve most struggled to forgive?  Have you 

been able to forgive them yet? 

 

b. Jeff told us about a couple who left our church upset with him, but then returned.  

When they returned that gave him a card in which they wrote, “We searched for a 

perfect church.  We tried to find the perfect pastor.  Perfection was the goal!  But 

these road-weary travelers were led back home to open arms, because for us we 

are in the perfect will of God at LifeJourney.  We love you and stand with you.”  

As you think of the various relationships in your life, where do you most need to 

be reminded to stop expecting perfection?   

 

c. Think of someone you’ve been able to genuinely forgive.  When you were finally 

able to forgive them, how did that feel to you?  How did it make them feel?  What 

did you gain from forgiving?  How did your forgiveness benefit them? 

 

d. Suppose a friend tells you they’re struggling to forgive someone.  What advice 

would you offer that might help them reach the point of genuine forgiveness? 
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Bible Heroes Who Committed Terrible Sins 
 

Abraham pimped out his wife, twice. 

Jacob was a pathological liar. 

Moses murdered an Egyptian in a fit of anger. 

Rahab was a harlot. 

Queen Esther wanted to hide her Jewish identity, rather than defend her people. 

Solomon took hundreds of wives and lived an indulgent life. 

Peter denied knowing Jesus. 

John Mark was a deserter. 

Paul executed Christians. 

Even Mary at one point doubted her Son and tried to stop his ministry. 

 

Starting to see a pattern here? 

 

 

 

Key Truths We Can Learn From David and Others Who Sinned 
 

1. In your life, you will screw up big time – it’s inevitable.  Release yourself from the 

impossible expectation that you won’t have major stains on your life.   

 

2. Never let your sins define you or Satan wins.   

 

3. When you sin, ask forgiveness and receive it.  God wants us to be free.   

 

4. Know that, despite what you’ve done, God can and will still use you mightily.  If God 

could still use David, God can still use you.    

 

5. If everybody inevitably screws up big time, that means you will never be able to be in 

lasting relationships with others unless you are willing to do a lot of forgiving, as God 

forgives us.   


