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Who Gets Into Heaven? 
 

1. Warm-up Question: Besides Jesus, who’s the first person you want to see when you 

get to heaven?   

 

2. Sunday’s sermon began with the story of a Chinese woman named MoBin who’s 

living a very Christ-like life, but is not a self-professing Christian.  We probably have 

all known someone like that.  Who’s the most Christ-like person you’ve known who’s 

not a self-professing Christian?  Tell us a little bit about them?  Can you imagine God 

sending them to hell? 

 

3. In John 14:6, Jesus says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the 

Father but by me.”  Based on verses like that, Christians have traditionally believed 

that you can’t get into heaven unless you know Jesus.  In recent times, some 

Christians have swung in the opposite direction and say, “All roads lead to heaven.  

Jesus is one way, my way, but not the only way.”   

 

a. What do you think of the traditional view?  What do you like about it?  What do 

you dislike about it? 

 

b. What do you think of the view that all roads lead to heaven and Jesus is just one 

way?  What do you like about it?  What do you dislike about it? 

 

c. Jeff disagreed with the view that all roads lead to heaven, citing white supremacist 

religion as an example.  Suppose a white supremacist confesses Jesus as Lord and 

Savior.  Do you think they get into heaven?  Why or why not? 

 

4. Jeff expressed discomfort with both the traditional view and the “all roads” view.  He 

has found himself searching for a “middle” view that’s loyal both to John 14:6 and to 

our love for people like MoBin.  The answer, he suggested, might be found in a 

deeper understanding of what it means to “know Jesus.”  He used himself as an 

example.  Most of us feel we know Jeff pretty well.  Until the past Sunday, though, 

many of us didn’t even know Jeff’s real name, Gordon.   

 

a. If you didn’t know Jeff’s real name until Sunday, does that mean you didn’t really 

know him?  Is it possible to know someone without knowing their real name?  

Conversely, is it possible to know someone’s name, but not really know who they 

are?  Explain your answer. 

 

b. How would you describe the essence of who you are in no more than three 

sentences? 

 

c. Suppose someone knew the essence of who you are, but referred to you by a 

different name.  Do they, or don’t they, know you? 

 

d. Suppose someone knows your true name, but doesn’t know the essence of who 

you are.  Do they, or don’t they, know you? 
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5. We all use the name Jesus to refer to our Savior.  But, surprisingly, that wasn’t his 

real name.  Linguists tell us that the name Jesus didn’t even exist in Mary and 

Joseph’s culture and language.  The name they used to refer to their son was Yeshua 

[pronounced Yeh-SHOE-uh].  But by the time that name got transliterated into Greek, 

then Latin, and eventually English, it ended up as Jesus, which sounds nothing like 

his original name.   

 

a. Does that mean we don’t know the true Savior?  Why or why not? 

 

b. Suppose MoBin has never heard of Jesus or has only heard of him in distorted 

ways.  But suppose she senses in her soul that there is a God who is love 

incarnate, full of grace, truth, mercy, kindness, and goodness.  Suppose that by 

faith she embraced that God with all her heart and it changed her life and made 

her into the wonderful Christ-like person she is.  In your view, is she saved? 

 

c. Read what Jesus says in Matthew 7:21-27.  According to what Jesus says here, is 

knowing his “correct” name critical?  According to Jesus, what is the key factor in 

determining whether someone genuinely knows him? 

 

d. Jeff referred to knowing Jesus “in our head” versus “knowing him in our heart.”  

In your view, what’s the difference – and which matters more?   

 

e. Think back to the person you mentioned in response to Question 2 above.  Based 

on all we’ve discussed, do you think that person will end up in heaven?   

 

f. Do you think there are professing Christians who may not get into heaven?  

 

g. Read Matthew 19:27-30.  Focusing on verse 30, what do you think Jesus means? 

 

h. Read John 10:16.  Who are these “other sheep” Jesus is referring to?  What are 

the possibilities? 

 

6. Jeff ended by speaking briefly about his understanding of hell.  He described how the 

New Testament word for hell (gehenna) was derived from the name of an actual 

valley outside Jerusalem where children were offered as pagan sacrifices in Old 

Testament times.  By the time of Jesus, the valley had become a garbage dump.  

Based on this, Jeff suggested God created hell as a beautiful alternative destination 

for those who reject God, but that when hell gets filled with godless people, they 

inevitably trash it and turn it into an awful place.  The Bible tells us, though, that 

Jesus already visited hell once and gave those there a second chance (I Peter 3:18-22 

and 4:6).  Jeff suggested Jesus will probably keep returning to hell again and again 

until every lost soul eventually repents.  What do you make of that way of seeing 

hell?  What resonates?  What doesn’t?  Do you think God ever gives up on anyone? 

 

7. When in your life would you say you came to know Jesus in your heart?    


