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Christmas Vision 
 

1. Warm-up question:  What’s something you’re looking forward to in this Christmas 

season?   

 

2. Approximately 700 years before the time of Christ, when the people of Israel were in 

one of their darkest times – facing weakness, war, famine, death – God gave Isaiah a 

wonderful vision meant to enable them to push forward with hope.  Most prophets at 

the time were focused on despair, but Isaiah felt led to focus on hope.  For an 

example of prophetic despair, read Lamentations 1:8-12.       

 

a. When you read this passage, how does it make you feel?  Does it make you 

stronger or weaker? 

 

b. When in your life have you felt like the author of Lamentations?  

 

3. Isaiah’s writings are very different from Lamentations.  Although Isaiah 

acknowledged the pain and suffering Israel was facing, he always brings it back to 

hope.  For example, read Isaiah 9:1-7. 

 

a. What’s the essence of the vision Isaiah is describing here?  What was he 

predicting was going to happen?  

 

b. Verses 6-7 have traditionally been understood as a prophecy of the birth of Jesus.  

These verses are often quoted on Christmas cards.  What do these verses tell us 

about Jesus – who he is, what he’s like, and the role he was sent to play? 

 

c. When you read this passage, how does it make you feel?  How do you think it 

made the ancient Israelites feel? 

 

d. When in your life have you experienced the power that comes from a hopeful 

vision in the midst of a very difficult time? 

 

4. Jeff described a park he often visits when he and David travel to the Smoky 

Mountains.  There’s one spot on the trail in the park where, if you look to the west, 

you have a clear view of a beautiful mountain range.  When the sun sets over that 

mountain range, Jeff said, it feels like you can see all the way to heaven.  But that’s 

the only place in the park where you can see the mountain range.  At other locations 

on the trail, trees partially obscure the range.  At another point on the trail, a thick line 

of evergreens completely obstruct the view.  Jeff said, “It strikes me that life, and the 

situations we encounter in life, are a lot like my experience in Wear Farm Park.  What 

you see depends on where you position yourself.  Three people can be in the same 

park at the same time looking in the same direction.  One sees all the way to heaven; 

the other two see nothing but obstruction.”  In other words, how we choose to see any 

given situation makes all the difference. 

 

a. Do you buy that?  Why or why not? 
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b. Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.”  What do you 

think that means? 

 

c. Hebrews 11:1 says, “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for; the conviction of 

things not yet seen.”  What do you think that means? 

 

d. Is there any area in your personal life right now where you feel tempted to 

despair?  What might be the positive faith vision that God is calling you to 

embrace instead?   

   

5. What’s true for us individually is also true for our life together as a church family.  

“Where there is no vision, people perish.”  So we also spent time Sunday pondering 

God’s vision for our church.  Jeff described a thriving church he and David visited in 

the Smoky Mountains.  He showed pictures of how fancy the building was and told 

how he found himself thinking, “Why can’t we have a building like this?”  Then he 

heard God say, “You could have a building like this, provided you’re also willing to 

have a congregation like this.”  Jeff described how everyone in the congregation 

looked alike, and how they have a rule against giving hugs, and how everyone exited 

quickly at the end of service instead of fellowshipping together.  Jeff found himself 

thinking, “I would never trade our congregation for another because what we have is 

so special.”  He described a recent lunch with 7 newcomers to our church.  He noted 

how unlikely it was for such a diverse group of people to break bread together.  As 

each person shared honestly and vulnerably about their struggles along life’s journey, 

a deep bond of love formed.  It was a beautiful moment that captures the essence of 

who we are called to be as a church – an anticipation of the heavenly banquet table.  

  

a. Jeff showed a video to illustrate the point.  When you watched the video, how did 

it make you feel?  Do you think the video captures the essence of God’s vision for 

our church?  [Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDuA9OPyp6I.] 

 

b. Why do you think a church like ours is so important? 

 

6. It’s important to remind ourselves that having a positive vision in life is not all about 

success and conquering and wishes coming true.  Vision is a tough, gritty thing that 

often triumphs through hardship.  To illustrate, Jeff shared the story of what Steve 

Bailey is facing and how he’s facing it – meditating on the hope of heaven, while 

focusing on creating special memories with friends and family.  Jeff said, “When you 

encounter someone like Steve it expands your awareness of the power of faith to 

shape our reality.”   

 

a. If you were facing what Steve is facing, how much hope do you think thoughts of 

heaven would bring you?  How do you envision heaven? 

 

b. If you were facing what Steve is facing, do you think you’d be able to relish 

making memories with friends and family instead of dwelling in despair?  What is 

it that allows people like Steve to be so positive in the midst of such difficulty?  

What do you think the secret is? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vDuA9OPyp6I

